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Now forasmuch as our Poet had translated those two famous
works of Homer which are yet left; he did conceive it in some
sort of his duty to imitate that also which was lost: And was
therefore induced to bestow on it the same Form which
Homer's is reported to have had, namely that of Epic poem, with 5
a title also framed after the antient Greek manner, to wit, that of
Dunciad.
Wonderful it is, that so few of the moderns have been
stimulated to attempt some Dunciad! Since in the opinion of the
multitude, it might cost less pain and oil, than an imitation of 10
the greater Epic. But possible it is also that on due reflection, the
maker might find it easier to paint a Charlemagne, a Brute or a
Godfry, with just pomp and dignity heroic, than a Margites> a
CodruSy a Flecknoe, or a Tibbald.
We shall next declare the occasion and the cause which 15
moved our Poet to this particular work. He lived in those days,
when (sifter providence had permitted the Invention of Printing
as a scourge for the Sins of the learned) Paper also became so
cheap, and printers so numerous, that a deluge of authors
coverJd the land: Whereby not only the peace of the honest 20
unwriting subject was daily molested, but unmerciful demands
were made of his applause, yea of his money, by such as would
neither earn the one, or deserve the other: At the same time, the
Liberty of the Press was so unlimited, that it grew dangerous to
refuse them either: For they would forthwith publish slanders 25
unpunished, the authors being anonymous; nay the immediate
publishers thereof lay sculking under the wings of an Act of
Parliament, assuredly intended for better purposes.
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26 nay , . . purposes] and skulking under the wings of Publishers,
a set of men who never scrupled to vend either Calumny or
Blasphemy, as long as the Town would call for it.
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